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Reqular Society Meetings
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Socilety Nets
1st Saturday of Month - 17:15 - Crescenta Valley / CATS Net on Echolink
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Sunday mornings - 11:00 - Call on 145.2875MHz.
Sunday evenings -17:00 - Call on 3.700 MHz + QRM
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CATS Website www.catsradio.org Email enquiries@catsradio.org

Forthcoming M eetings

Monday 14" Sep Classic Radios Show & Tell Evening (1980 or earlier)

Monday 12" Oct “Effective small antennas - the loop leads the way, Goubau explains
why." Talk by Professor Mike Underhill, G3LHZ

Monday 9" Nov Annual CATS Quiz with question master Frank, G3ZMF

CATS is twinned with the Crescenta Valley Radio Club
Glendale California USA www.gsl.net/cvrc




Auqust Meeting Report

As the Newsletter editor was otherwise
engaged that evening, thanks are due to Andy,
G8JAC, for the following write-up.

He writes, “With the weather in threatening
mood, just seven CATS members, four XYLs
and three old friends from SRCC gathered at
the G4ARWW QTH for the annual CATS
Summer B-B-Q. Most opted for the safety of
Prue's garage which was laid out for the
purpose while a brave few stayed outside to The hand of lan, M3IGP, our grillmeister
chat - and cook. ’ '
“Thanks to lan M3IGP for stepping up to the
flames as grillmeister again. Prue busied
herself pre-cooking the meat and preparing
salads, buns and hot potatoes and surprised
us with a delicious strudel and ice cream
dessert. In the event the rain held off giving us
another enjoyable evening at Prue's.”

All photos kindly provided by Andy and by
Mike, M1CCF.

(L-R): Mike (G6YOG) and XYL Deanne, lan (M3IGP) and Len
(GOGNQ)

L-R: David (G8VXB), Len (GOGNQ), Steve (G7SYO) and Gerry

(GBNNT)
L-R: David (G8VXB), Gerry (G8NNT), lan (M3IGP), Len Andy (G8JAC) on his knees, the bottle in his hand being merely
(GOGNQ) and Mike (M1CCF) coincidental !



CATS September Meeting

As described in last month’s edition of Cats
Whispers, the idea of this evening is to bring
along an old (1980 or earlier) piece of radio
equipment and be prepared to demonstrate it
to other members. If you can also bring along
relevant documents such as handbooks,
invoices, advertisements and sales literature,
so much the better. Transmitters are
particularly welcome and they may be
manufactured or homebrew.

Please help to make a success of this evening
by bringing a piece of kit along.

CATS October Meeting

“Effective small antennas - the loop leads the
way, Goubau explains why." Talk by Professor
Mike Underhill, G3LHZ. Mike has had a long
and varied career in industry and academia but
his current focus is on Antennas and
Propagation. For more information, see:

http://personal.ee.surrey.ac.uk/Personal/M.Und

erhill/

CATS November Meeting

Quiz. This will be led by G3ZMF with a musical
section provided by G8JAC. Other local
societies have been invited to send a team to
the quiz, including, Crawley ARC, Dorking &
DRS, Reigate ATS, Surrey RCC, Sutton and
Cheam RS, and Wimbledon & DRS. Don't
forget that guests (eg XYLs and YLs) are
welcome at this event.

Low Power Contest 15 2"
August 2009

CATS once again fielded a team for the Low
Power (limited to 25 watts to the antenna)
series of contests that took place over the
weekend of 1st and 2nd August. The 2-metre
section took place on the Saturday and the
70cms section on the Sunday. Members
including Frank G3ZMF, lan M3IGP, Len
GOGNQ, James GOSDB, Mike, G8AAI, Terry
G4CDY, Steve G3WZK with junior op Richard,
and Andy GOKZT arrived on site at midday and
the station was put together. We were also
visited on the Saturday by non-member Steve
(G3UFY.)

As James GOSDB looks on, Terry GACDY untangles feeder and
Andy GOKZT fits stub mast to rotator

“Left a bit ...”

The completed station under a changeable sky

The club pump-up mast was unavailable so
Andy GOKZT brought up a sectional mast that
used a gin-pole and a block and tackle to raise
the aerial to around 30 feet. It would have been



slightly higher but the wind had other ideas and
several top sections above the rotator were left
out for safety reasons. Our troubles were far
from over however. A feeder cable on the
shorting section that attaches to the 17
element Tonna was found to be defective. The
station was put onto the air, but a high VSWR
had us scratching our heads. It was found that
a connector at the rig end was the problem.

G3ZMF prays to the great locator squares deity

The first two hours were the most productive
but the remaining four hours proved difficult.
Our operators for this 2-metre section were
Andy GOKZT, James GOSDB, Steve G3WZK
and Frank G3ZMF. Andy and Frank along with
lan & Len remained on site. The weather
closed in and heavy rain was experienced. The
club tent was managing to keep the rain at bay
but rain collecting on the roof needed frequent
dispersal to prevent it leaking in. As the mast
was turned by the rotator, it was not necessary
to leave the confines of the tent.

At the close of the 2-metre section and with a
lull in the weather, the 70cms 19 element
Tonna was put onto the mast for the 0900hr
start the next morning.

GOKZT went into the village and collected fish
and chips and the rest of the evening was
enjoyed operating HF from a set-up in Len's
car and VHF/UHF using a feeder connected to
Andy's mobile whip on his car.

The next morning the early risers had a full
English breakfast superbly cooked by Len and
the station was ready for the 0900hr start. The
first hour started OK but contacts soon dried

up.

Operators included G3ZMF, G3WZK and
GOKZT. The weather remained favourable — in
fact we shared our field with two members of
the local hang gliding community who, after
launching themselves into the nearby valley,
were able to stay aloft for periods of ten
minutes or more. We left the site just after
2.00pm.

The 70cm antenna

The station on the air: op Andy, GOKZT

Results:

For the 2-Metre section, we had 56 contacts.
The 63 multipliers broke down to 37
postcodes, 8 countries, and 18 locator
squares. The total number of 8398 km gave us
a total score of 529074 points. Our furthest
contact was with GIGATZ in I074AJ at 528KM.



For the 70 cm section, we had 35 contacts.
The 32 multipliers broke down to 22
postcodes, 3 countries, and 7 locator squares.
The total number of 2564 km gave us a total
score of 82048 points. Our furthest contact
was with GW4EVX/P in IO83JA at 291km.

Plot of locator squares worked on 144 MHz

144 MHz - details

Time QSO Mult Points
1400 — 1459 | 22 34 2941
1500 - 1559 |14 11 2208
1600 —-1659 |7 6 1180
1700-1759 |6 5 1168
1800-1859 |3 3 202

1900-1959 |4 4 699

432 MHz- details

Time QSO Mult Points
0800 -0859 |13 15 770
0900-0959 |7 6 527
1000 - 1059 | 10 8 1019
1100-1159 |5 3 248

Those of you who have access to copies of the
newsletter of either September or October of
2008 will be able to make a comparison with
these scores. Unfortunately, because of an
unknown loss of files on my PC (possible virus
but more likely little fingers finding the
computer) | have lost both my records of the
contest scores (hence no map available for
70cms) and all my back issues of “CATS
Whispers”.

A success? Without the continued support of
Len GOGNQ, lan M3IGP and Frank G3ZMF,
this contest would not have happened. | say
this because these members volunteer each
year to stay on site. Further, Len does an
excellent job in supplying the catering facilities
and lan, the lighting. Thanks also go to James

GOSDB and Steve G3WZK for operating the
station. The station was kept on the air
throughout, therefore maximizing our score. |
believe those taking part enjoyed their
weekend and | felt that it was overall, a
worthwhile exercise.

This was my last contest as Contest Secretary.
I now hand over the job to Frank G3ZMF.
Frank has a lot of enthusiasm and energy and |
hope club members will give him the support
required for 2010.

Andy GOKZT

Editor’s note: For me, this was indeed a most
enjoyable event — so a big “thank you” to Andy
for organising the CATS entry — and good luck
to Frank, G3ZMF, for taking on the future role
of CATS Contest Secretary.

Not Radio but ...

Have you seen the TV advertisement TV
where Aleksandr the meerkat explains that the
requisite website is “Compare The Market Dot
Com” and not “Compare The Meerkat Dot
Com”? Well, | did and it got me thinking about
what would happen if | tried to visit the meerkat
version of the site, always assuming that such
a site actually exists. Intrigued, and out of
sheer devilment, | typed out the URL of the
meerkat site - | was not disappointed.

Firstly, the site really does exist, it really is all
about meerkats and it does indeed enable you
to compare meerkats. | selected a medium
sized meerkat, living in London and as a yoga
teacher myself, | picked one whose hobby was
— guess what - yoga. | was soon rewarded with
a picture of a meerkat sitting on Westminster
Bridge in a yoga position. The accompanying
label said, “Yogakat finds great peace from
forcing body into uncomfortable positions. Can
fold self into origami swan and pick nose with
tail while achieving higher state of bendy-
ness.”

| was then invited to select a second Meerkat
with whom to compare the first.

There’s lots more on the site and | would
particularly recommend the Movies section —
well worth a visit. Check it out on:

http://www.comparethemeerkat.com/

Simples!



Kempton Park Rally:
27" September 2009

The autumn Kempton Park Rally is nearly
upon us and, as usual, CATS will be providing
a Bring and Buy stand. Volunteers to help run
our stand are always welcome. If interested in
helping please contact Andy, G8JAC, at
secretary@catsradio.org . For members simply
wishing to attend the event, full details of start
time, date and venue are given on page 7
(perhaps 8) of this issue of CW.

CATS Bazaar
15™ November 2009

Planning for this event is proceeding well with
many exhibitors having booked their tables. As
usual Andy, G8JAC, is organising the event.
Don't forget that the bazaar needs a lot of work
from CATS members if it is to be a success, so
please contact Andy (see above) if you are
available to help with the event eg setting up
on the previous day, manning the CATS stand,
collecting entrance fees or providing
refreshments. Please note that some issues of
Radcom have featured the wrong date for this
event. The correct date is shown above.

NATIONAL HAMFEST 2009

The RSGB has asked us to publicise this event
which they are running in association with the
Lincoln Short Wave Club.

Open on Friday 2 and Saturday 3 October
2009, the National Hamfest will be
accommodated in a three thousand square
metres exhibition hall with easy wheelchair
access.

Confirmed exhibitors include: BYLARA, bhi,
Grantham RC, Icom, JBT Trading, Kenwood,
LAM Communications, Lincoln Repeater

Group, Lincoln Short Wave Club, Linear Amp
UK, Luso Towers, March ARS, Martin Lynch &
Sons, Mexborough & District ARS, Moonraker,
Peak Electronic Design, Practical Wireless,
RadioUser, RadioWorld, RAFARS, RAF
Waddington ARC, RAIBC, RAOTA, RNARS,
Sandpiper Aerials, Spalding and District ARS,
UK Tesla Coil Builders, Waters & Stanton plc,
Westlake and Yaesu.

Luso will be bringing one of their enormous
36m towers. In its compact state, the four
sections take up 12.5m of floor space and the
base is 1.7m across. It comes with an outside
platform for easy access to the antennas as
well as steps and is computer controlled. Luso
are willing to negotiate a special price to any
UK amateur wishing to buy one.

The Luso tower at another event

The RSGB will provide a book and services
stand, and a committee stand, with HQ staff
and volunteers on hand.

There will also be a large flea market and car
boot area that can be pre-booked by clubs or
individuals.

Visitors to the Hamfest may enter a Yaesu free
prize draw with a VX-8 handheld to be won
each day. The RSGB will also be running a
free prize draw with a star prize of a Icom IC-
7200 Transceiver, Waters & Stanton have
offered a Heil Quiet Phone Pro headset and



Martin Lynch and Sons have added a Beam in
a Bag to the draw. Other prizes are planned.

Those who purchase tickets in advance will be

able to buy their tickets for only £3.50 rather
than the on-the-gate price of £4.50, saving
£1.00. Also, to encourage group visits, if you
buy 4 tickets at the discounted price you will
get an extra ticket free. Groups buying 10
tickets get 3 extra tickets free.

The event takes place in the George
Stephenson Pavilion, Newark & Nottingham
Showground, Lincoln Road, Winthorpe,
Newark NG24 2NY. For the latest details and

ticket information, visit:

www.nationalhamfest.org.uk

CTU UK 2009

This is another event that the RSGB has asked

us to publicise!

Taking place at the RSGB Convention in
Wyboston near Bedford, England, on October
10th 2009, Contest University (CTU) UK is a
place where beginners can learn all the skills
and secrets to make a start with contesting. It
also offers experienced contesters the chance
to pick up on some new tips to gain that vital

winning edge.

Sponsored by ICOM UK, the event is the
second to be held on the UK and is based on
the highly successful Dayton CTU. There will
be a double stream programme of classes
(Multi Sessions) and interactive workshops

(Small Groups).

Small Groups

The IOTA Contest Don Field G3XTT

CQWW Contest Roger Western G3SXW

Getting Started in Lee Volante GOMTN

Contesting

Antennas and Propagation | Steve Nichols GOKYA and
Steve Knowles G3UFY

Station Design Paul Beecham G6PZ

Operating Technigues Chris Tran GM3WOJ

VHF Contesting Andy Cook G4PIQ

Contest Adjudication:
Behind the Scenes

Jim Martin MMOBQI

Multi Sessions

Contesting for Beginners

Lee Volante GOMTN

Building a Successful
Contest Station

Tim Duffy K3LR

Field Day and Portable
Contesting

Dave Lawley G4BUO

Introduction to Contest
Antenna Applications

Steve Nichols GOKYA and
Steve Knowles G3UFY

Logging Software for
Contesting

Simon Pearson MOCLW

To be part of CTU UK 2009, you only need to
turn up at the RSGB Convention — the earlier
the better! Cost for admission to the
Convention allows you to attend as many of
the sessions as you wish (see
www.rsgb.org/rsgbconvention ).

All students will receive presentation material
on registering on the day. Anyone who attends
at least 5 sessions will receive a certificate of
graduation from Contest University UK!

Letter from W6 land

Mark, W6MW, has sent us some photos of the
wildfires that are spreading through the
mountains north of Los Angeles. Thousands
of buildings are at risk and many people have
been forced to leave their homes. One picture
is from the webcam on Mt Wilson and through
smoke from 122,000 burning acres just visible
are the masts of KNBC-TV channel 4 and
KCBS-TV channel 2. Another shows fires in
the hills behind La Canada, where the monthly
transponder net meeting is held. The BBC
website includes more information and pictures
including a photo of La Crescenta. See:

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/8232
548.stm

We wish our fellow amateurs in California, and
their friends and relations, well - and hope for
a successful and safe outcome for everyone in
this disaster.

Shak Nowtz

SO2R Technology and
Techniques

Don Beattie G3BJ

DXpedition Contesting

John Warburton G4IRN

Getting Started in RTTY
Contesting

Roger Cooke G3LDI

Hints and Kinks for
Contesters

Justin Snow G4TSH

No Shak Nowtz from Frank, G3ZMF, this

month, but next month’s edition of CATS

Whispers will feature Shak Nowtz No. 6 —
Beams and Yagis made easy.




Local Rallies & Events

12/ 13 September 2009

38th Leicester Amateur Radio Show
Loughborough University - 1 mile from junction
23 M1 motorway

Open 09:30 to 17:00 (Saturday) or 16:00
(Sunday.) Bring and buy, club stands,
convention, flea market, demonstration
amateur radio stations; electronic, radio and
computer stands.

Contact: Geoff, G4AFJ: 01455 823344 or
geoffg4afi@aol.com

27 September 2009

West London Radio & Electronics Show
Kempton Park Racecourse.

Open 10:00. Parking, trade stands, catering,
disabled facilities. Contact:
info@radiofairs.co.uk

NOTE: CATS involvement in this event.

2/3 October 2009

National Hamfest

George Stephenson Pavilion, Newark &
Nottingham Showground, Lincoln Road,
Winthorpe, Newark NG24 2NY. See CW article
above. For the latest details and ticket
information, visit:

www.hationalhamfest.org.uk

15 November 2009

CATS Bazaar

1st Coulsdon Scout Group headquarters, Lion
Green Road in Coulsdon, Surrey. Map

Open 10:00 to 13:00

Parking, trade stands, bring and buy, refreshments

Contact: enquiries@catsradio.org or
www.catsradio.org

7 February 2010

25th Canvey Radio & Electronics Rally

‘The Paddocks’, Long Road, Canvey Island, SS8
0JA

Open 10:30

Parking, Catering, Disabled Facilities, Trade Stands
Contact: Dave, G4UVJ, 01268 697978 (evenings)
www.southessex.ars.btinternet.co.uk

For Sale & Wanted

WANTED — RSGB callbook for 1969 to 1972
era. Must contain details of GBCAX. Contact
Frank, G3ZMF, on 07780 347906, or call on

GB3NS.

Contests Coming Soon

Sep 10: 80m Club Sprint (SSB)

Sep 13: Second 70 MHz Contest
Sep 23: 80m Club Sprint (CW)

Oct 3: 1.2 GHz Trophy/ 2.3 GHz Trophy
Oct 3-4: 432 MHz — 248 GHz IARU
Oct 4: 21/28 MHz Contest

Oct 8: 80m Club Sprint (CW)

Oct 11: Second 50 MHz Contest

Oct 21: 80m Club Sprint (SSB)

Nov 7/8: 144 MHz CW Marconi

Nov 12: 80m Club Sprint (SSB)

Nov 14: Club Calls Contest (1.8 MHz)
Nov 21/22: 2nd 1.8 MHz contest

Nov 25: 80m Club Sprint (CW)

Dec 6: 144 MHz AFS

Dec 26-29: 50/70/144/432 Christmas
Cumulatives Contest

Edgware Activity Periods

CATS is one of 13 societies whose members
are invited to take part in the 2009 series of
Edgware Activity Periods (EAP) which this year
run from 22" September to 2" October.
Although running for 7 days in total (there are
some rest days), operating sessions only last
for 30 minutes (CW) with a 15 minute break
followed by another 30 minute session for SSB
each evening.

A different band is used each day, with the
result that all non-WARC HF bands will be
used at some point.

The aim of the EAP is to “beat the solar cycle”
and certificates are awarded to the station with:
The most points from CW contacts
The most points from SSB contacts
The most points overall
The club member who scores most
points for their club

CATS has been allocated the suffix “CD” so
that the exchange would typically be 599 014
CD.

If you fancy giving it a try, there is more
information at:

http://www.g3asr.thersgb.net/eap2009.pdf




Other Club News & Contact Information

BROMLEY & DISTRICT ARS

Website : www.bdars.org.uk

Email bdars-news@talk21.com

Meetings : 3 Tuesday of every month at Victory
Social Club, Kechill Gardens, Hayes, Kent, 19:30
for 20:00.

CPREC (CRYSTAL PALACE)

Website : www.qgsl.net/g3oou/ or
http://www.g300u.co.uk/

Club Net : Wednesdays 20:00 on 145.525 MHz
Meetings: 1% Friday at All Saints Church Parish
Rooms, Beulah Hill at 19:30

4th Sep 09 - Quiz

2nd Oct 09 — Mobiles, portables and test equipment
6th Nov 09 - TBA

CRAWLEY ARC

Website: www.carc.org.uk

Club Nets : Tuesdays 20:00 on 145.550 MHz and
Fridays 19:00 on 1.970 MHz

Meetings : Every Wednesday at Hut 18, Tilgate
Forest Recreational Centre, Tilgate Forest, Crawley
from 19:30, and Sundays, 10:30 to 13.00.

CRAY VALLEY RS

Website: www.cvrs.org

Contact: Richard Perzyna, G8ITB (see website)
Club Nets: Wednesdays 21:00 on 145.500/QSY
and 22:00 on 3.720 £ QRM, and Sundays 11:00 on
3.720 + QRM

Meetings: 1% and 3™ Thursdays at Progress Hall,
Admiral Seymour Road, Eltham, SE9 1SL.

DORKING & District RS

Website : http://www.ddrs.org.uk

Email: ddrs.secretary@yahoo.co.uk

Contact: David Smith, MOSXD, 07808579501
Club Nets: Sunday 08:15 on 3.770 MHz & 20:30 on
144.775 MHz

Meetings: Friends Meeting House, Butterhill, South
Street Dorking at 19:30.

22nd Sep - The architecture of mobile phone systems -
David Smith MOSXD.

27th Oct - The assessment of receiving system
performance - Ranulph Poole & John Slater.

24th Nov - Millimetre wave radio propagation/antennas -
Dr David Browning.

HORSHAM ARC

Website : www.harc.org.uk

Club Nets: Saturdays 21:30 on 144.725MHz and
Sundays 10:00 on 3.722 MHz

Meetings: 1% Thursday at The Guide Hall, Denne
Road, Horsham, Sussex

26th-27th Sep - HARC Trip to Swanage

1st Oct - Junk Sale

5th Nov — Electrical oddities - John Narborough

15th Nov - Sunday Morning Fox Hunt

MID SUSSEX ARS

Website: www.msars.org.uk

Club Nets: Sundays 08:00 on 3.740 MHz and at
11:00 on 145.350 MHz, Wednesdays 20:00 on
145.350 MHz and Daily 13:30 on 21.330 MHz
Meetings: Every Friday at Cyprus Hall, Cyprus
Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex for 19:45

Sep 25th - Talk by Gavin G6DGK

REIGATE ATS

Website: www.gsl.net/rats

Email: rats@agsl.net
Club Nets: Thursdays 20:00 on 145.500 MHz and

Sundays 20:00 on 3.740 — 3.760 MHz
Meetings : 3" Thursday at RNIB, Redhill College,
Philanthropic Road, Redhill for 19:30

SRCC

Website : www.g3src.org.uk

Contact: Ray Howells G4FFY 020 8644 7589
Club Nets: Sunday 09:30 on 1905 kHz

Daily natter channel — 144.215 MHz at 19.30.
Meetings: 1% & 3" Mondays at Trinity School,
Shirley Park, Croydon CR9 7AT 19:45 for 20:00
7th Sep - TBA

26" Sep — Club dinner

5th Oct - Autumn Surplus Equipment Sale

2nd Nov - TBA

SUTTON & CHEAM RS

Website: www.scrs.org.uk

Contact: John Puttock GO BWV 020 8644 9945
Club Nets: Monday 20.00 on 145.500 MHz
Saturday 11.00 on 145.500 MHz

Meetings: 3™ Thursday at Sutton United Football
Club, The Borough Sports Ground, Gander Green
Lane, Sutton. 19:30 for 20:00

17" Sep — Military Man-Machine Interfaces, Peter
Skinner G7TMLJ

15" Oct — Power Line Transmission, John Pink G8MM
19th Nov — Weak Signal Propagation Reporter (WSPR),
Walter Blanchard, G3JKV

WIMBLEDON & DISRICT ARS

Website : www.gx3wim.org.uk

Club Net: Mondays 20:45 on 145.500 MHz
Meetings: 2" & last Friday of each month at
Martin Way Methodist Church, Buckleigh Avenue,
Merton Park SW20. 19:30 for 20:00

11th Sep - On Air Evening

25th Sep - Guest Speaker TBA

9th Oct - Construction Evening

30th Oct - Annual General Meeting

13th Nov — On air with Morse

27th Nov - Surplus Equipment Sale

C.A.T.S. 2009




