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May 2010 
 

Affiliated to the RSGB �� �� �� �� ��  – Official CATS Sponsor 
 Visit www.sycomcomp.co.uk  

CCAATTSS  CCoommmmii tt tteeee     

Chairman:   Steve Beal, G3WZK    
Secretary:  Andy Jackson, G8JAC          
Treasurer:   Steve Conway, G7SYO       
Members:   Stuart Barber, G6CJR    
                   Frank Emery, G3ZMF          
                   Dennis Noe, M0NDJ           
                   Glenn Rankin, G4FVL    

CATS Whispers Editor :       Steve Beal, G3WZK                                                            
 email address for contributions:    newsletter@catsradio.org  
     

RReegguullaarr  SSoocciieettyy  MMeeeett iinnggss    
These are held on the second Monday in each month at: 
St. Swithun's Church Hall, Grovelands Road, Purley, Surrey, CR8 4LA at 20:00 to 22:00 

     

SSoocciieettyy  NNeettss      

1st Saturday of Month - 17:15 - Crescenta Valley / CATS Net on Echolink/ GB3NS (under 
review) 

Sunday mornings - 11:00 - Call on 145.400 MHz ± QRM 
Sunday evenings - 17:00 - Call on 3.700 MHz ± QRM 

Wednesday evenings - 21:00 - Call on 70.425 MHz      
     

CCAATTSS  WWeebbssii ttee www.catsradio.org  EEmmaaii ll  enquiries@catsradio.org  
     

FFoorrtthhccoommiinngg  MMeeeett iinnggss     

Monday 10th May DVD evening: Part 2 of the Bletchley Park story + Mullard Valves 
Monday 14th June CATS annual DF hunt 
Monday 12th July Talk by our RSGB Regional Representative, Alison Rogers, G8ROG 

     

 

CATS is twinned with the Crescenta Valley Radio Club  
Glendale California USA   www.qsl.net/cvrc   
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CCAATTSS  AApprr ii ll   MMeeeett iinngg  
 
For our April meeting, we were pleased to 
welcome Denis (G0OLX/G8CUX) and Jim 
(G4WYJ) who gave us a most enjoyable 
lecture about microwaves. Denis is well known 
to most of us as the repeater keeper of GB3NS 
and his interest in microwaves began in 1981. 
CATS member Jim has been dabbling in all 
things over 1000 MHz since 1984. 
 

 
 

(L-R) Denis (G0OLX/G8CUX) and Jim (G4WYJ) at the start of 
the evening 

 
Denis began with a quick tour of the amateur 
microwave frequency allocations with their 
centres of activity and propagation modes, 
including tropospheric, aircraft reflection and 
rain or snow scatter.  Another mode is ducting 
and Denis recounted how once, from Beachy 
Head, he made contact on 3 cm with the Isle 
Of Wight. From his vantage point he could 
clearly see the different layers of the 
atmosphere that were producing the “ducting” 
effect. 
 

 
 
Denis’s portable 10 GHz system with tripod-mounted FT290 as 

driver 

 

Attention then turned to amateur microwave 
equipment and how it had evolved since the 
early days of triplers (144 MHz/ 432 MHz and 
432 MHz/ 1296 MHz) for transmit and 
converters for receive.   
 
Equipment based on Gunn diodes then 
became popular - an example being the 
Practical Wireless “Exe”, details of which were 
published in June 1981. The “Exe” functioned 
on 10 GHz and used a dish with 32 dB of gain, 
somewhat more than the 10 to 20 dB of gain 
available from horn antennas that were in 
common use at the time. 
 

 
 

PW cover from June 1981 
(Reproduced by kind permission of PW Publishing Ltd.) 

 
Jim had brought along his version of the “Exe” 
rig and recounted happy memories of 
operating it from Ditchling Beacon on the 
South Downs. (Denis also used an “Exe” for 
his Isle of Wight contact, see above.) Full 
details of the rig can be found at: 
 
www.microwave-
museum.org/exhibits/mwm0003.htm 
 
In later years, transverters became more 
popular - driven initially by commercial 
transceivers such as the IC202, then by the 
FT290 and more recently, the FT817. An IF of 
144 MHz has become commonplace, although 
sometimes an IF of 432 MHz is used. 
 
With such transverters, it has become common 
practice to mount them at the back of the 
antenna dish to minimise losses. 
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The 13cm transverter brought to the meeting by Jim, G4WYJ 
 

Subsequent developments included 
GaAsFETs (Gallium Arsenide Field Effect 
Transistors) and the range of modules 
produced by G3WDG for home construction.  It 
was using such modules that Denis made 
contact with Paris on 3cm (10 GHz) using only 
100 mW of RF from a location in Newbury, 
Berkshire - a range of around 400 km. 
 
Then came the range of products from DB6NT 
whose company has been developing, 
producing and selling RF and microwave 
modules and devices in the frequency range 
from 100 MHz to 50 GHz since 1994 .  Singled 
out for comment were the G2 and G3 range of 
DB6NT transverters – some of which are 
available in kit form. Visit the following site for 
more information: 
 
www.kuhne-electronic.de/en/ 
 
The Australian firm of Mini-Kits is another 
supplier of microwave kits, modules and 
components to the amateur market. See: 
 
www.minikits.com.au/ 
 
Antenna beamwidths (to -3dB points) are 
typically ½ degree.  Therefore antennas must 
be very accurately pointed – in both elevation 
and azimuth.  This in turn means that any 
poles carrying antennas must be very precisely 
aligned in the vertical position.  The high 
concentration of RF in the straight-ahead 
direction means that the public should be kept 
well clear of the beam, with antennas mounted 
above head height. Similarly, you should never 
look into a waveguide that is connected to 

powered-up equipment as the RF can fry your 
retina! 
 
Although antennas are normally mounted 
horizontally, for scatter modes some elevation 
may be needed. 
 

 
 

An absorption meter for microwaves with micrometer gauge 

 
Operating techniques normally involve calling 
CQ on the 2 metre microwave calling 
frequency (144.175 MHz in the UK but 144.390 
MHz in France). The microwave contact is then 
set up by exchanging certain information 
including precise locations so that antenna 
azimuth can be properly set. Both parties then 
QSY to the band, frequency and mode agreed. 
 
An alternative method of establishing 
microwave contacts is to use a chat room such 
as that provided by ON4KST – but you do 
have to register with the site before you can 
log in. Click here for more information: 
 
www.on4kst.com/chat/start.php 
 
Also described was the GB3SEE 3 cm beacon 
on nearby Reigate Hill with its slotted 
waveguide omnidirectional antenna. The 
beacon generates 1 watt of RF on 10,368.850 
MHz and has been heard as far away as 
Denmark by OZ1FF – a range of 733 km. 
 
To conclude the talk, Denis and Jim mentioned 
the website run by G3PHO called “Welcome 
To The World Above 1000 MHz”.  Amongst the 
interesting information that it contains is a 
design for a beginner’s wideband FM 10 GHz 
transceiver.  Several CATS members, 
including yours truly, expressed an interest in 
building this rig – so watch this space. For 
more information visit: 
 
www.g3pho.free-
online.co.uk/microwaves/index.htm 
 
Denis and Jim’s lecture was wide-ranging, 
interesting, informative and well illustrated with 
slides – and they brought with them a 
fascinating range of microwave kit for CATS 
members’ perusal. Thank you guys! 
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FFoooottnnoottee  ttoo  AApprr ii ll   MMeeeett iinngg  
  
Editor’s note:  Before reproducing the cover of 
the June 1981 edition of Practical Wireless, I 
sought permission from its editor Rob 
Mannion, G3XFD, to publish it. I had a most 
interesting reply which I have edited a bit and 
hope you will find interesting. 
 
“Thanks for asking Steve! (Many people don't 
bother!). No problem young Sir - just credit us 
(reproduced by kind permission of PW 
Publishing Ltd.) Incidentally, in publishing 
terms, the 'kind' bit means we haven't charged 
for it! 
 
”My first proper foray on microwaves was with 
the Exe. I still have two dishes in my shack - it 
was great fun. Professionally (working for the 
IBA) we used microwave links all the time - but 
the PW Exe was great fun and in a different 
category! The man in the picture is Dick  
Ganderton, G8VFH, who ended up as the 
Editor of Short Wave Magazine  before retiring 
almost 12 years ago. He also features on the 
front cover of last month’s “Model Engineer” 
driving a loco that he built in the workshop at 
the end of his garden. 
 
“Best wishes. 
 
”Rob G3XFD”  

  
MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  MMaatt tteerrss  
  

 
CCAATTSS  MMaayy  MMeeeett iinngg  
 
The visiting speaker that we had hoped to see 
will not now be available on this date, so 
instead we will have another DVD evening. We 
will show part two of the DVD shown at the 
March meeting. This episode again lasts for 
sixty minutes and is entitled “The Secret 
Wireless War – Black Propaganda.”  This will 
be followed by ”The Blackburn Story” which is 
about the manufacturing of thermionic valves  
by Mullard. 

 
CCAATTSS  JJuunnee  MMeeeett iinngg  
 
This will be our annual DF hunt, restored to the 
month of June to optimize light and weather 
prospects. It is envisaged that the start will be 
on Farthing Downs and that it will be possible 

to complete the hunt on foot. An approved DF 
frequency on the 144 MHz band will be used. 
Further details will be published by email to 
members in time for this event.  

 
CCAATTSS  JJuullyy  MMeeeett iinngg  
 
Talk by our RSGB Regional Representative, 
Alison Rogers. 

  
GG33WWZZKK  CCoonntteesstt iinngg  
 
I have never really been a fan of contests 
although, since joining CATS, the concept has 
started to grow on me. 
 
As six metres is my favourite band, I was 
tempted last year (2009) to enter not one but 
TWO six metre contests from my home QTH. I 
didn’t have a proper antenna – only a 
homebrew Moxon rectangle made from garden 
canes and bits of wire. It was fed with 10 
metres of RG58 from my FT950 which was 
running 50 watts with no ATU. 
 
Somewhat optimistically, I installed the SDV 
logging software on my PC as I had seen 
Andy, G0KZT, using this program when CATS 
was participating in a 144/432 MHz contest. 
Andy had kindly explained its operation to me. 
 
My first attempt on 11th October brought some 
modest success: with under an hour of 
operating time, G3WZK came 16th out of 22 
with 8 contacts and a best DX of G4ASR in 
Herefordshire at a range of 215 km. A 
summary of other results follows: 
 

Pos Callsign  QSOs Total  ODX Call  Power  Ant  

1 G4DEZ 50 597,417 GW6TEO 400 7ele 

2 G4OBK 43 532,872 G4PDS 400 5+5 yagi 

3 G4ASR 51 530,530 ON5UE 400 6 over 6 

4 G4ZTR 33 268,263 GW6TEO 100 5 ele 

5 G8ZRE 25 169,330 G6UBM 100 4 ele  

16 G3WZK 8 13,482 G4ASR 50 Moxon 

22 G0LMV 1 15 M6CMG 2.5 Dipole 

 
 
I then decided to have a go in the restricted 
section of the 50 MHZ UK allcomers contest. 
This contest ran on the 4th Tuesday of every 
month in 2009. I entered the event on 27th 
October and made 17 QSOs. Best DX was at 
GW8ASD at a range of 283 km. This got me in 
the top half of the results (25th out of 56), as 
the following extract shows. 
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Pos Callsign  QSOs Total  ODX Call  Power  Ant  

1 M1DTJ/P 76 157,905 PE1EWR 100 5Y 

2 M1DDD 69 130,984 GI4SNA 80 3Q 

3 M0NUT/P 57 103,824 GI4SNA 25 Moxon 

4 G8CUL 59 90,132 GI4SNA 80 5Y 

5 G0LGS/P 57 89,436 GI4SNA 100 4Y 

25 G3WZK 17 12,654 GW8ASD 50 Moxon 

56 G3ZOD 2 36 G3RLE 5 Doublet 

 
The merit of the Moxon antenna is that it is cheap 
to make and not too directional, so you are 
unlikely to miss anyone. My version was on a 
short pole by the kitchen extension and rotated 
by hand. The QTH here in Warlingham is quite 
high (180 m ASL) which I’m sure helps as the 
antenna was only 10 feet above ground level. 
 
When everyone’s monthly results (maximum of 
12 events) were aggregated into a total for 2009, 
G3WZK came 111th out of 155. However it has to 
be said that this part of the results table is mainly 
people who only entered once or twice during the 
year!  Interestingly, the station that came in 24th 
place in the annual event and entered 7 events, 
M0PAI, was using a G5RV antenna which shows 
that good results are possible with antennas that 
you wouldn’t normally associate with the 6 metre 
band. 
 
Propagation conditions were very ordinary for 
both contests. However, under sporadic E 
conditions my all time best DX on 6 m is UR7GG 
in the Ukraine, worked in June 2008 at a range of 
2418 km, using only a simple wire dipole. 
 
The 2010 sporadic E season is nearly upon us. 
Six metres is undoubtedly capable of great things 
- why not give it a try this year? 
 
 

CCAATTSS  CCoonntteesstt iinngg  
 
The 144MHz contest on May 15/16 is definitely 
going ahead now, from our usual site in Nore 
Hill, Warlingham. Other contests that CATS 
may participate in 2010 include: 
 
Jun 19/20:  This is the 50MHz Trophy and 
would be a new venture for CATS. Frank, 
G3ZMF, has now obtained a suitable rig and 
antenna for this band. 
 
Jul 3/4:  VHF NFD. A joint venture with other 
clubs in the North East Surrey Contest Group, 
including SRCC, WDARS, and Addiscombe. 
 
Aug 7/8:  144 and 432 MHz low power contests 
on consecutive days. 

 
Sep 4/5:  144 MHz trophy. 
 
Please contact any committee member to 
express your views about CATS entering these 
or any other contests. Alternatively, speak to 
Frank, G3ZMF, with any specific offers of help.  
 
 

HHeellpp  NNeeeeddeedd::     
WWaarr ll iinngghhaamm  BBrroowwnniieess  
 
In October 2007, several CATS members 
assisted the Warlingham Brownies with their 
work toward their Communicator badges at one 
of their evening meetings. We told them about 
amateur radio and set up a 2 metre station so 
that the girls could go on-air and exchange 
greetings with a number of local amateurs. 
 
This year we have been asked to help again on 
28th June, starting at 6 pm. It is proposed to use 
the callsign GX4FUR and if you would like to help 
in any way this time around, either with the 
presentation itself or simply by being “on the air” 
please contact G8JAC. 
 

NNeeww  PPLLTT  iinntteerrffeerreennccee  
tthhrreeaatt   
 
Andy, G8JAC, has sent in the following links.  
 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=z3yVu5IfaEY 
  
www.southgatearc.org/news/april2010/high_sp
eed_pla.htm 
 
These give the alarming news that PLT, as 
used for Home Networking, now has the 
potential to cause interference right across the 
VHF spectrum up to as high as 370 MHz. 
There is a Belkin unit that transmits data at 
Gbit/s rates and the youtube clip from G7CNF 
shows how such a system can cause severe 
interference throughout the VHF Band. When 
the Belkin system is idling, it degrades all 
broadcast reception, but during actual data 
transfer it completely wipes out both Band 2 
and DAB broadcast transmissions. It is also 
extremely strong on VHF airband and 2 metres 
– in fact throughout the VHF spectrum. 
 
Do any CATS members have personal 
experience of this technology? If so, please let 
us know by dropping an email to: 
  
newsletter@catsradio.org 
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KKeemmppttoonn  PPaarrkk    RRaall llyy  
 
The first Kempton Park rally of 2010 took place 
on 18th April 2010 on a gloriously sunny spring 
day.  As usual CATS provided a Bring and Buy 
stand, all coordinated by CATS Secretary 
Andy, G8JAC.  This year he was supported on 
the CATS stand by Clinton G7CAK, Frank 
G3ZMF, Glenn G4FVL, Ian M3IGP, James 
G0SDB, Martin G4FKK, Mike G8AAI and 
Steve G3WZK. 
 
Andy writes:  
 
“Thank you to everyone who assisted at 
Kempton this year. The fine weather certainly 
brought out the crowds and made it a busy day 
for us all. The results of our labours are that we 
accepted 89 items for sale and raised over 
£200 for club funds. 
 
73, 
  
Andy G8JAC 
 
Editor’s note: The next Kempton Park rally is 
on 7th November 2010 and CATS expect to 
provide another Bring and Buy stand then too. 
 
 

BBrrii tt iisshh  AArrmmyy  BBaatt tt lleeff iieelldd  
RRaaddiiooss  ooff   tthhee  11994400''ss  

 
We have received an invitation from The 
Dorking and District Radio Society for CATS 
members to attend what promises to be a very 
interesting talk on the above subject.   
 
The talk will be delivered by Anthony Davies 
(Emeritus Professor, King's College London 
and Visiting Professor, Kingston University) on 
25th May 2010 at their club meeting venue in 
Dorking. Details of the talk are as follows:  
 
“The talk will be a mainly non-technical 
description of the wireless communications 
facilities provided for the battlefield 
environment, primarily by showing extensive 
photographs of actual equipment. At the time, 
there were many small companies in Britain 
capable of quickly producing new designs with 
innovative features. The resources for the 
required large scale production were not 
available, and so manufacture of some of the 
wireless sets was subcontracted to companies 
in USA and Canada, the WS 19 tank set being 
the best known of these.  
 

“At the start of World War Two, the sets 
available to the Royal Signals were heavy, 
they were very inefficient by modern standards 
so battery supply and replacement was a 
continuing need, frequency drift was a major 
operational problem and they used the low h.f. 
bands (for example. 2 to 9 MHz) where 
interference of various kinds was significant. 
The US Signal Corps had, for the most part, 
changed to v.h.f. with frequency modulation 
but there was neither the time nor the 
resources for the British to start this change 
until the closing days of World War Two, by 
which time, much lighter, tropicalised, 
hermetically-sealed, easy-to-operate sets with 
a small number of crystal-controlled channels 
were being developed. 
 
To help Dorking to ensure adequate 
accommodation we need to advise their 
Programme Secretary Garth Swanson, in 
advance, of the numbers likely to attend. So 
please let me know by 11th May if you are 
interested in attending and I will co-ordinate a 
reply to DDRS: 
 
newsletter@catsradio.org . 
 
    

BBlleettcchhlleeyy  PPaarrkk  VViissii tt   
33rrdd//  44tthh  JJuullyy  22001100  
By Mike, M1CCF 
 
There is to be an Armed Forces weekend 
event at Bletchley Park on the theme of 
Vintage Radio - one of several "themed" 
weekends that they hold during the summer. 
On these occasions the site is open to general 
visitors as usual, with the extra exhibits 
attracting a large additional specialist 
audience.  Its main focus, of course, is on 
vintage radio both military and civilian. 
 
The British Vintage Wireless Society will 
probably show vintage TV and domestic 
radios. 
 
The Diplomatic Wireless Museum, 
permanently based in Hut 1 and run by Dave 
White G3ZPA, will be open as usual and is 
likely to prove popular and the on-site radio 
shack, which is run by the Milton Keynes ARS 
and the RSGB, will also be operational. 
 
Non-radio exhibitions at BP include a collection 
of children's toys, a Cinema museum, a large 
model railway layout and various military 
exhibits. The National Museum of Computing 
is expecting to be open both days in the 
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afternoon. 
 
The main BP exhibitions cover the WW2 
history of the site and subsequent 
developments in signals intelligence, 
cryptography and computing. Information on 
these can be found at: 
 
www.bletchleypark.org.uk  
 
TTrraavveell ::   
 
CATS members Andy and Paul Jackson and 
myself will be there with our vehicles and 
radios along with a number of other VMARS 
members. The main party is likely to depart 
from East Croydon. However, you can join by 
arrangement at Clapham Junction for the 
Watford Junction rail service, or you can travel 
independently by road. 
 
Travel on a SUNDAY - no through service, 
change at Clapham Junction and at Watford 
Junction, depart East Croydon 08.46 or 09.46  
arrive Milton Keynes Central 10.57 or 11.57  
Cost £15.70 with London pass. 
 
On a Saturday there is a through service, no 
changes, same price!! (It uses the same route) 
departures 08.10 and 09.10 arrive 10.00 and 
11.00. 
 
Either day should give just as good value for 
money and everybody we can find can be 
included, RSARS, RSA, S&CRS, CATS, 
friends and relations. In a party the age-related 
rates are flexible so long as we all look 
old(ish).  Please let me know, under and over 
60 for numbers. 
 
I will work out return journey later as the 
summer timetables for July are not yet fully 
available. Bletchley station is 5 minutes 
leisurely level walk - 10 mins with zimmer 
frames. Yes it is as close as that! 
 
 
EEnntt rryy  CChhaarrggeess  
 
BP Entry Adults:  £10.00 
 
Concessions:  (Over 60's and students with valid ID.) 
£8.00 (I tried to get a better party rate but failed, BUT 
they will include a special guide (free) if we arrive as a 
party, mostly OAP. 
 
Children 12 to 16:  £6.00. 
 
Children under 12: (with friends and family only.)  
Groups of children with clubs, such as Cub Scouts, free 
of charge. 
 

Family Ticket:   (Two adults + Two children aged 12 to 
16) £22.50. 
 
CCaatteerr iinngg  
 
Meals available at BP, by prior booking.  There are all-
inclusive options which could be worth while as it saves 
queuing for service and are as follows;- 
 
Option 1 £18.00 per head (Inc VAT)  
Tea coffee and biscuits on arrival. 
Sandwich buffet; mixed leaf salad and crisps with dips. 
Tea, coffee or soft drink. 
Tea, coffee and mini chocolate brownies or mini muffins 
on departure. 
 
Option 2 £18.00 per head (Inc VAT)  
Tea, coffee and biscuits on arrival. 
Chef’s soup of the Day and freshly baked roll with butter. 
Tea, coffee or soft drink. 
Tea, coffee and mini chocolate brownies or mini muffins 
on departure. 
 
Option 3 £20.00 per head (Inc VAT)  
Tea, coffee and biscuits on arrival. 
Bletchley Park homemade Cottage Pie with seasonal 
market vegetables or Vegetarian option. Tea, coffee or 
soft drink. Tea, coffee and mini chocolate brownies or 
mini muffins on departure. 
 
Important:  We have to select one (or none) of 
the above options which must apply to all 
members of your group, or we can picnic on 
the grass! 
 
Please contact Mike M1CCF if you are 
interested in attending on either day. 

  
  
CCoonntteessttss  CCoommiinngg  SSoooonn  
 
 

May 1: 432MHz Trophy  
May 1: 10 GHz Trophy  
May 1/2: 432MHz-248GHz  
May 9: 70MHz CW 
May 15/16: 144MHz  
May 16: 1st 144MHz Backpackers 
May 23: 70 MHz Cumulative #3 
Jun 5/6: 1.8 – 28 MHz NFD 
Jun 6: 70 MHz Low Power (PW) 
Jun 13: 2nd 144MHz Backpackers 
Jun 19/20: 50MHz Trophy  
Jun 20: 50MHz Backpackers 
Jun 27: 70 MHz Cumulative #4 
Jul 3/4: VHF NFD 
Jul 4: 3rd 144MHz Backpackers 
Jul 18: 3.5 and 7 MHz – Low Power Field Day 
Jul 18: 70MHz Trophy  
Jul 24/25: 3.5 to 28 MHz – IOTA  
Aug 1: 3.5 MHz - 2nd RoPoCo  
Aug 7: 144MHz Low Power  
Aug 8: 432MHz Low Power  
Aug 15: 70 MHz Cumulative #4 
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Aug 22: 4th 144MHz Backpackers 
Sep 4/5: 3.5 to 28 MHz – SSB Field Day 
Sep 4/5: 144MHz Trophy  
Sep 5: 5th 144MHz Backpackers 
Sep 12: Second 70MHz  
Oct 2: 1.2GHz Trophy / 2.3GHz Trophy 
Oct 2/3: 432MHz-248GHz IARU 
Oct 3: 21 & 28 MHz – CW & SSB  
Oct 17: Second 50MHz  
Nov 13: 1.8 MHz – Club Calls 
Nov 21/22: 2nd 1.8 MHz  
Nov 6/7: 144MHz CW Marconi 
Dec 5: 144MHz Affiliated Societies 
Dec 26 to 29: 50/70/144/432MHz Christmas 
Cumulatives 
 

LLooccaall   RRaall ll iieess  &&  EEvveennttss  
 
 
23 May 2010 
Dunstable Downs RC National Amateur Radio Car 
Boot Sale 
Stockwood Park, Luton, M1 J10 
Open 09:00. Talk in on S22 
www.ddrcbootsale.org  
  
  
6 June 2010 
Newhaven Fort Amateur Radio Group Rally 
Newhaven Fort, East Sussex 
Open 10:30. Parking, boot sale, disabled facilities, family 
attractions, catering 
Contact Eddie G0ECW, 01273300772 or 
eddie@zamboodle.demon.co.uk  
  
 
13 June 2010 
East Suffolk Wireless Revival 
Orwell Crossing Lorry Park 
A14 Eastbound, Nacton 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP10 0DD 
Car Boot Sale, Bring & Buy Sale, Special Interest Radio 
Groups, Local Radio Clubs, RSGB Bookstall, Excellent Food 
and Facilities, Easy Parking, GB4SWR - HF Radio Station 
GB4SWR - Talk-in on 145.550MHz 
Contact John G3XDY, 07710-044858 or Steve,M1ACB       
07711-329624 
www.eswr.org.uk  
 
 
20 June 2010 
Newbury Radio Rally & Boot Sale 
Newbury Showground, M4 J13. 
Open 09:00. Free parking, trade stands, catering, 
disabled facilities. Contact rally@nadars.org.uk  
http://www.nadars.org.uk/  
  
 
25-27 June 2010 
Hamtronic Show, Friedrichshafen 
Messe Friedrichshafen, Germany 
www.hamradio-friedrichshafen.de/ham-en/index.php  
 
 
4 July 2010  
Norfolk ARC Barford Radio Rally  
Barford 9 miles SW of Norwich close to A11 and A47 
Open 09:00 (traders from 8am), CP, TI, CBS, B&B, C, 
TS, RSGB Bookstall, Demos.  

Contact: David G7URP 01953 457322 or 
radio@dcpmicro.com  
www.norfolkamateurradio.org  
 
 
18 July 2010 
McMichael Rally & Boot Sale 
Reading Rugby Club off A4 east of Reading 
Open 09:30. Parking, trade stands, catering. 
Contact g0jms@radarc.org  
www.mcmichaelrally.org.uk  
 
 
8 August 2010  
Flight Refuelling Hamfest 
Cobham Sports and Social Club Ground, Merley, Nr. 
Wimborne, Dorset BH21 3AA 
Further information: www.frars.org.uk  
 
 
29 August 2010  
Milton Keynes 51 st Amateur Radio Society Rally 
(venue tbc) Holne Chase School, Buckingham Road, 
Bletchley MK3 5HP 
Open 09:00 trade stands, catering 
Contact: Mike G3LFR: 07866 673192 or  
www.mkars.org.uk  
 
 
1/2 October 2010 
National Hamfest 
George Stephenson Pavilion, Newark & Nottingham 
Showground, Lincoln Road, Winthorpe, Newark NG24 
2NY. See CW article above. For the latest details and 
ticket information, visit: 
www.nationalhamfest.org.uk  
 
 
8/9/10 October 2010 
RSGB 2010 Convention 
Horwood House near Milton Keynes 
Lecture streams (see September issue of CW) 
www.rsgb.org/rsgbconvention  
 
 
12/13 October 2010 
EMCUK Exhibition 
Newbury Racecourse 
RSGB stand 
IEEE demonstration bench 
You need to register on line for free tickets at: 
www.emcuk.co.uk  
 
 
7th November 2010  
West London Radio & Electronics Show  
Kempton Park Racecourse.  
Open 10:00. Parking, trade stands, catering, disabled 
facilities.  Contact info@radiofairs.co.uk  
NOTE:  CATS involvement in this event.  
 
 
21 November 2010 –  
CATS 33rd Annual Radio and 
Electronics Bazaar 
Provisional arrangements as follows: 
1st Coulsdon Scout Group headquarters, Lion Green 
Road in Coulsdon, Surrey.  Map 
Open 10:00 to 13:00 
Parking, trade stands, bring and buy, refreshments 
Contact: enquiries@catsradio.org  or 
www.catsradio.org  
 



 9 

 
 
 
BROMLEY & DISTRICT ARS  
Website : www.bdars.org.uk 
Email  bdars-news@talk21.com   
Meetings : 3rd Tuesday of every month at Victory Social 
Club, Kechill Gardens, Hayes, Kent, 19:30 for 20:00. 
 
 
CPREC (CRYSTAL PALACE)  
Website : www.qsl.net/g3oou/ or http://www.g3oou.co.uk/ 
Club Net : Wednesdays 20:00 on 145.525 MHz 
Meetings:  1st Friday at All Saints Church Parish Rooms, 
Beulah Hill at 19:30 
7 May - An Introduction to the UK Foundation Licence 
 
 
CRAWLEY ARC  
Website: www.carc.org.uk 
Club Nets : Tuesdays 20:00 on 145.550 MHz and 
Fridays 19:00 on 1.970 MHz 
Meetings : Every Wednesday at Hut 18, Tilgate Forest 
Recreational Centre, Tilgate Forest, Crawley from 19:30, 
and Sundays, 10:30 to 13.00. 
29 May - 50th Anniversary Club Dinner 
12 Sep - Microwave Round Table 
 
 
CRAY VALLEY RS  
Website: www.cvrs.org 
Contact: Richard Perzyna, G8ITB (see website) 
Club Nets: Wednesdays 21:00 on 145.500/QSY and 
22:00 on 3.720 ± QRM, and Sundays 11:00 on 3.720 ± 
QRM 
Meetings:  1st and 3rd Thursdays at Progress Hall, 
Admiral Seymour Road, Eltham, SE9 1SL 
 
 
DORKING & District RS    
Website : http://www.ddrs.org.uk  
Email:  ddrs.secretary@yahoo.co.uk 
Contact:  David Smith, M0SXD, 07808579501 
Club Nets:  Sunday 08:15 on 3.770 MHz & Thursday 
20:00 on 144.775 MHz 
Meetings:  Friends Meeting House, Butterhill, South 
Street Dorking at 19:30. 
May 25 - The British Army's battlefield radio in WW2 - 
Prof. Tony Davies 
June 22  - Air Traffic Control - Ross MacDonald. 
July 27  - South Downs evening. 
Aug 24  - Social evening. 
Sep 28 - Using antenna analysers - Peter Dodds G3LDO. 
 
 
HORSHAM ARC 
Website : www.harc.org.uk 
Club Nets:  Saturdays 21:30 on 144.725MHz and 
Sundays 10:00 on 3.722 MHz 
Meetings:  1st Thursday at The Guide Hall, Denne Road, 
Horsham, Sussex 
6 May - RSGB HQ station GB7HQ during the IARU 
Contest 2009 - John Warburton G4IRN 
3 Jun  -Travels With My Radio – Roger Western G3SXW 
1 Jul  - Goubau Lines and Other Small Aerials – G3LHZ 
5 Aug  - Bring Show Tell 
2 Sep - The G3NPF Lecture 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
MID SUSSEX ARS 
Website:  www.msars.org.uk  
Club Nets:  Sundays 08:00 on 3.740 MHz and at 
11:00 on 145.350 MHz, Wednesdays 20:00 on 145.350 
MHz and Daily 13:30 on 21.330 MHz 
Meetings: Every Friday at Cyprus Hall, Cyprus Road, 
Burgess Hill, West Sussex for 19:45 
 
 
REIGATE ATS 
Website:  www.qsl.net/rats 
Email:  rats@qsl.net 
Club Nets:  Thursdays 20:00 on 145.500 MHz and 
Sundays 20:00 on 3.740 – 3.760 MHz 
Meetings : 3rd Thursday at RNIB, Redhill College, 
Philanthropic Road, Redhill for 19:30 
 
 
SRCC 
Website : www.g3src.org.uk 
Contact:  Ray Howells G4FFY 020 8644 7589 
Club Nets:  Sunday 09:30 on 1905 kHz 
Daily natter channel – 144.215 MHz at 19.30. 
Meetings:  1st & 3rd Mondays at Trinity School, Shirley 
Park, Croydon CR9 7AT 19:45 for 20:00 
10 May – Construction Evening 
7 Jun  – Construction Contest 
5 Jul  - Club BBQ at G4CCY’s/G4DDY’s 
 
 
SUTTON & CHEAM RS 
Website:  www.scrs.org.uk  
Contact:  John Puttock G0/  BWV   020 8644 9945 
Club Nets:  Monday 20.00 on 145.500 MHz 
Saturday 11.00 on 145.500 MHz 
Meetings:  3rd Thursday at Sutton United Football Club, 
The Borough Sports Ground, Gander Green Lane, 
Sutton. 19:30 for 20:00 
20 May - AGM 
10 Jun – tba (note change of date) 
15 Jul - Where Do Our Wavelengths Come From - Peter 
Chadwick G3RZP 
19 Aug – ATV - John Stockley G8MNY 
 
 
WIMBLEDON  & DISRICT ARS 
Website : www.gx3wim.org.uk 
Club Net:  Mondays 20:45 on 145.500 MHz 
Meetings:  2nd & last Friday of each month at  
Martin Way Methodist Church, Buckleigh Avenue, Merton 
Park SW20.  19:30 for 20:00 
14 May - Direction Finding Hunt (144 MHz) 
28 May - Vintage Rig Evening 
11 Jun  - Current Issues in the Amateur 
Radio World by Alison Johnston 
(G8ROG), RSGB Regional Mgr 
25 Jun  - Direction Finding Hunt (144 MHz) 
9 Jul  – Summer camp planning 
30 Jul  – Summer camp starts 
6 Aug  – BBQ at summer camp 
8 Aug  – Summer camp ends 
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OOtthheerr  CClluubb  NNeewwss  &&  CCoonnttaacctt   IInnffoorrmmaatt iioonn          
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